
 
 

 

FREEDOM CAMPING BYLA W 

 

 

1. EXPLANATORY NOTE  

The Wairoa District Council makes this Bylaw under section 11 of the Freedom Camping 

Act 2011.  This Bylaw should therefore be read alongside the Freedom Camping Act. 

This Bylaw should also be read in conjunction with information provided by the Department 

of Conservation regarding Freedom Camping.   

 

2. TITLE 

This Bylaw is the Wairoa District Councils Freedom Camping Bylaw 2015. 

 

3. PROCEDURE AND COMMENCEMENT 

(1) The initial resolution to make this Bylaw was passed by the Wairoa District Council at 

an ordinary meeting of the Council held on 9
th
 September 2014 and was confirmed, 

following consideration of submissions received during the special consultative 

procedure, by a resolution at a subsequent meeting of the Council on 10
th
 November 

2015.  

(2) The Bylaw comes into force on 10
th
 November 2015  
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4. DEFINITIONS 

In this Bylaw, unless the context requires otherwise: 

Act means the Freedom Camping Act 2011. 

Camping ground has the meaning given in section 5(3) of the Act. 

Council means the Wairoa District Council. 

District means the district of the Council.  

Freedom camp has the meaning in section 5(1) and (2) of the Act.  

Local authority area has the meaning in section 6 of the Act. 

Self-contained vehicle means a vehicle designed and build for the purpose of camping 

which has the capability of meeting the ablutionary and sanitary needs of the occupants of 

that vehicle for a minimum of three days without requiring any external services or 

discharging any waste and complies with the New Zealand Standard 5465:2001, as 

evidenced by the display of a current self-contained warrant issued under New Zealand 

Standard Self Containment of Motor Caravans and Caravans, NZS 5465:2001.   

 

5. PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Bylaw is to control freedom camping in the District in order to: 

(a) Protect local authority areas; 

(b) Protect the health and safety of people who may visit local authority areas; or 

(c) Protect access to local authority areas. 

 

6. LOCAL AUTHORITY AREA S WHERE FREEDOM CAMPING PERMITTED 

Freedom camping is permitted in any local authority area within the District unless it is 

restricted or prohibited: 

(a) In accordance with this Bylaw; or  

(b) Under any other enactment.
1
 

 

7. PROHIBITED AREAS AS OUTLINED IN SCHEDULE ONE 

A person must not freedom camp in any prohibited area within the District, as identified 

in Schedule One: Prohibited Areas for Freedom Camping, without the prior written 

consent of the Council. 

 

                                                   

1
 A list can be obtained from the Council website of all areas where freedom camping is restricted or prohibited under 

any other statutory powers. 
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8. RESTRICTIONS ON FREEDOM CAMPING AS OUTLI NED IN SCHEDULE TWO 

A person may freedom camp in any area identified in Schedule Two: Restricted Areas 

for Freedom Camping, pursuant to the restrictions outlined below. 

(1) No person or persons may camp in an area identified in Schedule Two, unless 

a. They are in a self-contained vehicle, and  

b. They maintain and leave the site in a clean and tidy condition, and  

c. They do not light fires (open or in braziers), and  

d. They stay for a maximum of 3 nights, and  

e. All rubbish they generate is removed from the site for approprate disposal.  

 

9. PRIOR CONSENT FROM COUNCIL 

(1) Consent can be sought from the Council to allow freedom camping on a site listed in 

Schedule One: Prohibited Areas for Freedom Camping, which may be granted with or 

without conditions. Consent must be applied for in writing to the Council at least six 

weeks in advance of the date planned for freedom camping in the prohibited area.  

 

(2) Permission can be sought from the Council to waive or modify freedom camping 

restrictions on a site listed in Schedule Two: Restricted Areas for Freedom Camping, 

which may be granted with or without conditions. A waiver must be applied for in writing 

to the Council at least six weeks in advance of the date planned for freedom camping in 

the area without restrictions applying.  

 

10. OFFENCES  

As specified by section 20(1) of the Act, every person commits an offence who ï 

(a) freedom camps in a local authority area in breach of any prohibition or restriction in 

this Bylaw that applies to the area; or 

(b) makes preparations to freedom camp in a local authority area in breach of any 

prohibition or restriction in this Bylaw that applies to the area. 

 

11. PENALTIES 

As specified by section 23(1) of the Act, every person who commits an offence pursuant to 

section 20(1)(a) and (c) of the Act is liable to a fine of $200. 

 

12. RELATIONSHIP OF BYLA W WITH RELEVANT SETTLE MENT LEGISLATION  

This Bylaw does not limit or affect the rights in relation to iwi entitlements under the NgǕti 

PǕhauwera Treaty Claims Settlement Act 2012, NgǕi Tuhoe Claims Settlement Bill and any 

subsequent act, Te Urewera Settlement Bill and any subsequent act, and the Te Tira 

Whakaemi o Te Wairoa claim and any subsequent bill or act.   
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SCHEDULE ONE: PROHIBITED AREAS FOR FRE EDOM CAMPING 

           No camping of any kind may take place in the areas listed below in Schedule one. 

 

MAHIA AREA ï OVERVIEW (Sites 1- 9) 

 

DISTRICT ï OVERVIEW (Sites 10- 19) 
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Prohibited Sites  

 

Site No Appellation Common Name 

1 Nukutaurua Road - Road  Nukutaurua Road  

2 Reserve Mahia East Coast - Road Reserve Auroa Point (The Crusher) 

3 Whangawhei Reserve 
Whangawehi (Boat Ramp and Boat / 

Trailer Area) 

4 Mahia East Coast - Road Reserve 
Mahia East Coast Road Reserve - 
part Whangawehi 1B3H3 (Urupa) 

5 
LOT 10 DP 20317 BLK II MAHIA SD- (ESPLANADE 

RESERVE) & (URUPA) 
Part (Esplanade Reserve) & Lot 11 

(Urupa) 

6 Oraka - Lot 1 DP 5387 BLK V Mahanga SD Oraka Camping Ground 

7 

Newcastle Street Road Reserve , TOWN Section 
152 Mahia  - Landing Reserve NZGZ 1944 p 1073 , 

Section 1 SO10729 - Local Purpose Reserve 
(Esplanade) NZGZ 1998 p 1533 

Mokotahi (Boat Ramp Area) 

8 Ormond Drive Road Reserve 
Ormond Drive & Moana Drive 
Intersection (Grassed Area) 

9 
Judges Parade Road Reserve & Lots 54 & 55 DP 

127744 - Recreation Reserve 
Mahanga (Boat / Carpark) 

10 
Section 1 Survey Office Plan 10489 - Local 

Purpose Reserve (Recreation & Community 
Facilities) NZGZ 1994 p 2422 

Alexandra Park (Community Center, 
Ski Club, Rowing Club, Camping 

Ground, Community Arts) 

11 TOWN Section 851 Clyde - Public Reserve 
Alexandra Park (Light House, 

Playground) 

12 
Part Section 9 Survey Office Plan 9425 - Local 

Purpose Reserve (Esplanade) NZGZ 1993 p 2691 
Alexandra Park - (Esplanade 

Reserve) 

13 Part Section 344 Survey Office Plan 9438 
War Memorial (Cenotaph / Lawn 

Gardens) 

14 
Lot 76 Deposited Plan 7991 - Local Purpose 

Reserve (Esplanade) 
Tuai (Whakamarino Lodge) Esplande 

Reserve 

15 Section 81 BLK XV Nuhaka North SD - Cemetery 

Reserve NZGZ 1894 p 374 Morere (Public) Cemetery 

16 Nuhaka 2E3C3 Block Maori Land Plan 773 Nuhaka (Public) Cemetery 

17 
Lot 1 Deposited Plan 9351 - Cemetery Reserve 
NZGZ 1878 p 1017, Lot 2 Deposited Plan 9351, 
Lot 1 Deposited Plan 14520 

Wairoa (Public) Cemetery 

18 
Section 151 TN OF Frasertown - Local Purpose 

Reserve (Cemetery Purposes) NZGZ 1979 p 2289 
Frasertown (Public) Cemetery 

19 
Lot 1 Deposited Plan 9566 - Local Purpose 

Reserve (Cemetery) 
Ruakituri (Public) Cemetery 
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Site No 1. 

Nukutaurua Road - Road Reserve, This site has been identified as being historically sensitive being the location of 

previous battles, and containing places for the preparation of the dead for burial.  As such camping in this area is 

considered inappropriate.   

 

Site No 2. 

Mahia East Coast - Road Reserve, Auroa Point (The Crusher).  Continuing on from site 1 and being prohibited for the 

reasons noted for site 1. 
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  Site No 3. 

Whangawhei Reserve, Whangawehi Boat Ramp and Boat Park Area.  This area should be kept clear to allow boats to 

be launched and retrieved, for the parking of trailers and for turning of long vehicles. 

 

Site No 4. 

Whangawehi 1B3H3 - Maori Reservation NZGZ 1995 p 326 (Urupa), Whangawehi 1B3H3 (Urupa).  This land contains 

Urupa (burials) and it is considered inappropriate to allow camping in such sensitive areas.   
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Site No 5. 

Lot 11 DP 20317 Blk Ii Mahia SD-(Urupa), DP 20317 Blk II Mahia SD - (Esplanade Reserve) Urupa.  This land contains 

Urupa (burials) and it is considered inappropriate to allow camping in such sensitive areas.   

 

 

Site No 6. 

Lot 1 Deposited Plan 5387 ï HBL1/528 ï Oraka.  The majority of this area as identified in red above must be kept clear 

to allow for people to access waahi kai areas and for recreational users of the reserve and as a safe play space for 

children.  
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Site No 7. 

Local Purpose Reserve (Esplanade) NZGZ 1998 p 1533, Mokotahi Boat Ramp and playground, recreational precinct.  

This area must be kept clear to allow boats to be launched and retrieved, for the parking of trailers and for turning of 

long vehicles.  And for the continued and extended use for recreational users of the reserve and as a safe play space 

for children. 

 

Site No 8. 

Ormond Drive Road Reserve, Ormond Drive and Moana Drive Intersection.  This area may from time to time be used 

for the landing of rescue helicopters, and as such must be kept clear at all times. 


